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Is 49:3,5-6; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34  

 The LORD said to me: You are my servant … through whom I show my glory. Now the LORD 

has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb.  There is something in us that rejects the idea 

of being a servant.  Maybe it is our American independence, maybe it is the messages that we are given 

about our own self-importance, maybe it is because we think everyone else is supposed to cater to our 

needs.   The spirit of self-sacrifice, of forgoing our own needs for others, of placing God in the first 

place have been eroded in our times and are under continued attack in the wave of an entitled and 

unreligious culture.  We are called to imitate Christ who emptied Himself and took the form of a slave, 

whose life was marked by self sacrifice and placing the good of others over His own personal needs, 

who didn’t think He was too good to serve others and who - though He was God - still gave us a model 

of placing the kingdom of God first. 

 John the Baptist is a great model for this.  Never looking to be popular, never trying to set up his 

own status and be taken care of by others.  Our modern culture may call him a sucker - he could have 

turned this around to his own advantage, he could have gotten people to take care of him.  But he was 

focused on larger goals.  Our materialistic society forgets that there is another existence after this one - 

one that lasts for eternity.  We have been called for something more than success in this temporary life, 

something that is much better than anything we can have here - an eternal union with the source of all 

good and holiness.  St. Paul told the Corinthian community and us today: you … have been sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, [and] called to be holy; through our Baptism we have been joined to Jesus Christ and 

called to participate in His holiness. 

 What does it mean to say that something or someone is holy? It means, literally, that it is set 

apart, consecrated for a sacred purpose.    The Church, and we as members of the Church, are called to 

be set apart. We are not supposed to mimic the culture. Our Lord told his disciples, you are not of the 

world, but I chose you out of the world (John 15:19). St. Peter wrote that the Church is a holy nation…

called out of darkness (1 Pet. 2:9). St. Paul urged the Roman Christians, Do not be conformed to this 

world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind (Rom 12:2).  As those set apart, we are to 

promote the things that are of God - not just join in the secular dialogues of self-promotion around us. 



 God has made promises to us.  Promises that He would do great things for us.  Zechariah says in 

the Gospel of Luke: [That God has sworn an] oath … to our father Abraham. To grant us that we, being 

rescued from the hand of our enemies, Would serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 

before Him all the days of our lives.  I know God does great things for me in daily life - and for these 

things I am grateful, but what I’m really focused on is the existence that comes after I have ended my 

days here on earth.  As Zechariah tells us, God’s part of the oath is to rescue us from the hands of the 

enemy (that is death itself by allowing us to participate in the holiness of God), our part of the oath is to 

serve God without fear all the days of our lives.   It is a strange and entitled way of thinking to think that 

we can just expect what God can give us (which we don’t deserve, by the way) and not fulfill our part of 

the covenant. This covenant is not like an employment contract where you agree to work for a paycheck 

- it is a relationship of love.  As we participate in the life of Christ, as we make ourselves more and more 

servants of God - and not demanding and ungrateful children, as we work to become more holy as God 

is holy we experience benefits of that holiness in this life - and we unite to God so that we can join him 

in the next. 

 We are set apart to not only get ourselves to the blessedness of heaven (that’s kinda selfish in 

itself), but also to bring others to know God and to participate in the life of the Church.  This is because 

God want more and more people to be able to participate in receiving the promise.  As God speaks 

through the prophet to us today: I will make you a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to 

the ends of the earth.  We have an important mission to serve God to by expanding His salvation to the 

ends of the world. To serve God and not the powers society, to not be conformed to the present age but 

rather to show this world what it is missing by ignoring or misunderstanding God.  We do this by 

educating ourselves on the faith and gaining - not the world’s distorted notion of who God is - but the 

true and beautiful reality of God that comes to us through revelation.  We do this by not being in fear of 

practicing and expressing our faith - despite the attempts of others at silencing us.  As servants of God 

we serve the true God that some people don’t want to hear about - because the truth of God challenges 

their false idea that we don’t owe allegiance to God.  As servants of God let us persist in being a light to 

the nations, [so] that [God’s] salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.


